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External Examiner's Report on nn: 
= Jon Rowland's "Faint Praise and Civil Leer” 


between panegyric and satire in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, The authors most closely Studied are Marvell land Swift 


Specific authors. It explores the workings of analogy between the 
discourses of praise and dispraise, and the Play of analogy and | 


is made to do more service than the context justifies, and since its. 
terms frequently have to be exchanged for other terms {" 


L iir 


rince" 
becoming any addressee, "people" becoming readers, etc.) there is an 


occasional suspicion of indiscipline or reductiveness. Nevertheless 


the discussion is in the main Conducted with intelligence! and 


theoretical finesse, and written with clarity, verve and some wit (the | 


latter, in places, a little pompous or self-regarding, th ugh 
genuinely amusing and enlivening at its best), 


An opening chapter discusses the rhetorical foundations of the 


thesis. This is in the main effectively carried out, and the use made 


of Aristotle's Rhetoric and of Quintilian seems generally! sound. A. 


/ninor weakness is that the discugsion frequently involves definitional 


technicalities for which the original key-terms in Greek or Latin 
should be given especially when verbal or logical difficulties or 
complexities are discussed on the sole evidence of an English 
translation (e.g. pp. 4-5 on end, virtue, etc.; at p. 19, where - 
"change of phrase" as a concept is at issue, and not individual 
changes, however, the Problem does not arise so Mu elsewhere). 
A different minor problem arises with Mr. Rowiand's use of 
rhetorical categories, especially thos 
paratextual matter, Here he quotes.the original (and his French in’ 
general seems very good), but the exercise of fitting the technical. 
phrases to each of Swift's paratexts sometimes has a disembodied 
quality of going nowhere, like the discovery that one is Speaking .. 
prose (pp. 269-70, 275-76). In and around these same pages there is - 


Tub, properly citing R, D. Day (there is a good deal of other recent 
Scholarship on Dunton, including some passages in J. Paul Hunter's: 
Before Novels)..: | 
t ap g + b . . 
Among other minor points, Mr. Rowland's view on p. 4 | that the | 
treatment of hypocrisy in Swift's Project is "problematic" suggests 
lack of information on a commonplace of the history of ideas: the idea 
that hypocrisy, as a pretence of or tribute to virtue, is, while > ` 
unattractive, nevertheless preferable to open vice was in wide ot: 
Circulation (La Rochefoucauld, Pascal, Hume and many others) and Swift 
263 hot merely “appear to advocate hypocrisy", he does advocate it, 
‘slainly and unequivocally, within a framework of avowed distaste 
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The neite topos" (p. 43) in satire has been studied a réa PI 
deal, notably in some articles by M. B: Maodoig, Sa ge SP 38 41942), ST 
195-57. 


On p. 90, I do not think that ut pictura poesis is appropriately 
described as a "technique", 


A list of typos and other local corrigenda is attached. 


Subject to correction of these, and. mérite ste à on. 
matters raised in this report, I recommend with pleasure the 
acceptance of this dissertation as a work of lively intelligence, 
perspicacity and learning. 


~ 


pages 64-5: necessarily ete.; 


page 


page 68, 9th line from foot: "one J. M. Newton" is arrogant; 


page 
page 
page 


page 


page 


page 
page 
page 


page 
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67, para 2: can't make out syntax of first sentence; 


74, 8th line from foot: "men like Wallace” ditto; 


102, 


105, 


line 4: 


line 6: 


Local Corrigenda . de at ui re 
f. 


middle: On an increasing scale? 

line six: plannned; 

middie: not to suggest (i.e. transpose): 

line 1: drovini with; 

10th line from foot: contemporary: 

sth line from foot: change ‘heating the hell out of"; 

line 1: insolubility: | | | 

te 5: don't understand vice-versa; 

fine 1x dpaque? 

line 1: second "seuil": 

line 7: disucssion;. 

middie: delete "and John Rowland"; | | 

line 9: change "comprise" to “consist of" if that's what ta, OS 
meant; oao e geht a 7 

after lst quotation: unclear who quotes whom quoting whom; 


principal; 


consternated? 


8th line from foot: scazzy is bad usage; 


last line! Limrick (sic)? Cor. 


line 2: 


needs second closing parenthesis; 


lines 3-5: delete autobiographical joke, which reads pompously; 


lines 4-5: delete parenthetical joke, ditto: 


end para 1: hemlock, repeats earlier joke about ambrosia; ~ 


lihe 5 from foot: involved? or connected? interconnected? 


312, 
348, 


383, 
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para 2, last sentence: syntax ("By not..., the book... "Jp °) 


para 2, line 4: Swifts; 


line 3 from foot: Advises; 


line 9 from foot: play: 


"Z 


376-402: all Churchill quotations to be checked against Douglas 
Grant's edition and adjusted where necessary, 


411: 


413: 


413: 


416: 
418; 
424: 


429: 


used; 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Churchill: Laver's edition superseded by Grant's, which should be 


Bloom book is jointly written by E. and L. Bloom; 


Bradbrook: publisher should be listed as Cambridge University 
Press, without "The"; o ane 


Ehrenpreis's three volumes are dated 1962-1983; 


Genette, 
Preston, 


Wallace, 


accent in Gérard? 


comma after Feeling? 


2nd title, spacing between two words. 


